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Veterans Day Essay Contest  

Congratulations to Tajkera Afifa for winning the 2020 Veterans Day Essay Contest! This was a 

county-wide contest for students in grades 6-8. Students were asked to write an essay about 

why veterans should belong to the American Legion. All of the entries were read and judged 

by a panel, and Tajkera’s essay was selected as first place. Below is Tajkera’s winning entry: 

Hello! My name is Tajkera Afifa, I am an 8th grade student from 
Beverly Hills Middle school. It is truly an incredible honor to be invited 
to an occasion with such significant dignitaries. And today I would like to 
honor all the veterans who worked and served our country courageously. 
What is a veteran?  If only there was a precise definition of this word. 
When I think of the word “Veteran”, I envision someone with a big heart, 
a brave soldier who fought for the land of liberty, hoping that Americans 
can live happily and freely because of their sacrifices.  
     

 I don’t know any veterans personally, so I contacted the Upper 
Darby American Legion Post 214, and requested an interview. I was able 
to talk to Mr. Joseph Kelly, a former Sergeant in the US Army. He is 
currently the Commander of this office. Mr. Kelly started his duty in June 
1983 and retired December 2007. He served as a Platoon Sergeant. There 
were many places he served Kampovi, Korea, Kaiserslautern, Germany, 
and he fought in the Battle of Mogadishu also known as “The Black 
Hawk Down Incident”, in 1993. 

 
The advice he would give to young soldiers is to pay attention to your 
leadership and never get complacent. ‘Stay Alert! Stay Alive’! This is the 
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motto that his Platoon lived by. Family is a very important component in 
a soldier's life.  Mr. Kelly missed out on many holidays, birthdays, and 
sadly also raising his 3 kids because of his commitment and dedication to 
our nation. His wife, Mrs. Lisa Kelly, is also a veteran she served in the 
US Army for 4 years, she was a military personnel. She also deserves 
tons of admiration because she raised her kids all by herself when her 
husband was away, with the thought of maybe never seeing him again, 
but she was strong and never gave up. She respected his dreams and 
motivated him to keep going.  

 
Sometimes I try to think about being in the shoes of a soldier. Having to 
leave your loved ones, risking your life, and sometimes even thinking 
about not making it to another day, seems very scary, but they always 
know they are doing it for the nation they love, honor, and respect! These 
brave souls who fought for us heroically endangered their own life just to 
keep us safe! They are the reason America is a great country! This 
interview with Mr. Joseph Kelly has enhanced my understanding and 
knowledge about our great veterans! God Bless the USA!  
 
 
“To all the Veterans, Thank you for keeping us all safe. Thank you for risking 
your life just to save mine. Thank you for fighting for our freedom. Thank you to 
all the veterans, We are forever grateful for your valorous service to the USA! 
Veterans can walk with pride and fame knowing what they have done for 
America. We Honor and Salute all our heroic veterans for their devotion to our 
country!” 
Thank You!  
 
-Tajkera 
 



BHMS The Royal Scroll  November 2020 

ISSUE 58  3 

Arham Uddin Fadila Farhan 

Shifat Wasi Ruba Abdelgalil 

Jacob Fobay Ranim Abdelrazek 

6th 

7th 

8th 

Students of  the Month 
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Staff  Members of  the Month Staff  Members of  the Month 

Alex Host 

I am a native of Upper Darby. I grew up in Drexel Hill and moved to Haverford in my later years. 

I graduated from Haverford High School. I attended West Chester University obtaining a 

Bachelor’s Degree in History with a Secondary education certification. While at West Chester, I 

also played on the University football team! 

  

My philosophy of education is that I can learn just as much from the students as they can learn 

from me. At BHMS we have such a diverse culture and everyone can learn from that! In my 

free time, I enjoy outdoor activities, pick-up basketball, and going to the gym. My favorite place 

to relax is Sea Isle City! I am also a huge fan of all Philadelphia sports teams, especially the 

EAGLES! 

Jim Gorman 

Jim Gorman joined the staff at Beverly Hills Middle School in 2018 as the head 

facilities manager. Jim has been with the Upper Darby School District for over 

20 years serving all the schools in the district. On any given day at BH you will 

find Jim clocking in the miles throughout the building handling a wide array of 

problems from dealing with emergencies, assessing needed repairs, and all the 

constant concerns that comes with taking care of a building that opened its 

doors in 1930. Displaying a willingness to help out at all times, Jim is a crucial 

part of Beverly Hills success. Congratulations Jim Gorman for this well deserved 

honor.   
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November 19th—Report cards 

November 26th—27th—Thanksgiving Holiday (School is Closed) 

December 4th—Interim Report 

December 9th—Virtual Family Forum 6 PM to 7 PM 

December 16th—National Junior Honor Society Induction 

 

UPCOMING 

EVENTS 


